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COUNTRY DIRECTOR’s 
NOTE

Dear Readers, 

I am very pleased to present our 4th edition of Stories of Change, where you can find out more about our 
programmes, the impact on children and their communities. 

Over the past few years, Plan International Ethiopia has gone through a tremendous growth in various 
aspects. The growth in FY18 has been even more, and we were extensively successful on fund-raising, 
networking, staff capacity building, among others. I would like to congratulate the staff, our supporters 
and partners for their unwavering effort to realize ambitions and visions of our organization. It is a shared 
victory and we all must celebrate it.

As per our Country Strategic Plan (CSP), we planned to reach USD 18 million of annual budget.  Now, 
we have already surpassed our plan with USD 18.3 million. This achievement was mostly attributed to 
our works in the South Sudan Emergency Response in Gambella, where we were able to mobilize USD 
7 million annually. Besides, our Emergency Response for drought affected areas and development pro-
grams also take huge shares, too (nearly 11.3m). 

As far as staff capacity development is concerned, we have tried a lot to expose our employees to as 
much trainings as possible. For instance, we have had extensive capacity building trainings for the Coun-
try Leadership Team (CLT). Such capacity development training and exposures will continue at various 
level. 

We were also successful in building partnership and networking with numbers of international and local 
development actors including NGOs and UN agencies. Currently, we are working with 15 local partners. 
Besides, Plan International Ethiopia has been active in the Task Force Network meetings where organi-
zation including UNCEF, UNHCR, British International NGOs (BiNGO), Humanitarian International NGO 
(HINGO), Canadian International NGOs (CaNGO) and other humanitarian organizations are part of.

Dear readers,

While celebrating our achievements, we should also focus on our prospect. And for us to be able to 
do that, there is a Transformation Change, the Headquarter is rolling out.  The Transformation Change 
process, which involves situation analysis or diagnosis, will have different facts on the operating environ-
ment, on our capacity to respond to the current situations, how we can deliver and position ourselves, 
area of growth etc. The design phase will start as of September, 2018. Once we have completed this 
phase, we will finalize our draft Country Strategic Plan from 2019- 2023 (CSP), which is pending because 
of the Transformation Change.  The Transformation Change will inform the draft CSP which will be oper-
ationalized eventually. 

Therefore, as of FY19, we are going to have the approved CSP, which puts our ambition to reach out 3 
million girls and 5 million girls, directly and indirectly, respectively, so as to contribute to the “100 Million 
Reasons to Work Together for Girls”. We acknowledge that is a very huge ambition and for this to happen, 
we set our goal to raise USD 19 million. This is a double growth from what we had before two years.

I hope that you will learn more about our achievements so far and ambition for the future. Enjoy the 
Reading. 

`

 
Interim Country Director, Plan International Ethiopia 
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Founded over 80 years ago, Plan International is one of the oldest and  
largest international humanitarian and child-centred development organizations with no  
religious, political or governmental affiliations. Plan International works in more 
than 70 countries around the world, including Ethiopia, to empower communities,  
families and children through Child Centred Community Development (CCCD)  
approach to advance their wellbeing and equality for girls. Child sponsorship is the basic  
foundation of the organization. 

Plan International’s programs in Ethiopia focus on Child Protection, Education, WASH, 
Food and Economic Security, Emergency Response and Resilience Building that we  
implement in Amhara, Oromia , Southern Nations, Nationalities and Peoples’ (SNNP) and 
Gambella Regional States and Addis Ababa City Administration. Common to these, issues 
of gender and disability are also integrated and mainstreamed in all programs. 

aBOUT pLAn International
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Hirut, 15, was just 12 when a group 
of men tried to kidnap her while she 
was on her way home from school. 
As she was pulled along the road by 
the men, she cried out for help. “Ini-
tially, I didn’t know what they were up 
to and I was shocked. It took me a 
moment to get myself together and 
shout for help,” she explains.

In southern Ethiopia, the custom of 
abducting girls and forcing them into 
marriage remains a deeply rooted 
tradition in many communities. Al-
though the government criminalised 
bride kidnapping and raised the mar-
riageable age to 18 in 2004, this law 
has not been well implemented. 

Thankfully for Hirut, her pleas for 
help were heard by some local peo-
ple who challenged and chased the 
men away. Hirut considers herself 
lucky that she was rescued. Had it 
not been for the awareness raising 
work that Plan International Ethio-
pia through its local partner ANP-
PCAN-Ethiopia, has been running 
for the past eight years, she thinks 

it is unlikely anyone would have stepped in to help her. 
“Previously, it was normal for a girl to be abducted and 
be forced into marriage,” says Hirut.

The local people who rescued her, acted as witnesses 
when she reported the case to the police. However, al-
though the men were caught, village elders mediated on 
their behalf and they were released a short time later af-
ter paying compensation of three thousand birr (around 
€90 Euro).

Not put off by his brush with the law, the man who want-
ed to marry Hirut sent elders to her family to formally 
request for marriage. “I saw a group of elders coming 
out of our house and my instinct told me that something 
was wrong,” she explains. “I left and went back to school 
to ask them for help,” Hirut later found out that the elders 
came with 11,000 birr and some presents for her family 
who had agreed to her marriage.

With the help of her teachers, Hirut reported her family 
to the police. “We went to my house with the police to 
speak to my family. They promised that they will never 
think of doing such a thing again and agreed to let me 
stay in school,” says Hirut. “I am a free girl now, and 
studying hard to become a doctor,” 

Since her escape from marriage, Hirut now tries to help 
protect her friends from a similar fate. When her best 

“I am a free girl 
now, and studying 
hard to become a 
doctor”
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friend was facing marriage to a man she 
had never met, Hirut managed to con-
vince her friend’s family to drop their 
plans for the time being. 

Unfortunately, while Hirut was away from 
her village, her friend was forced into 
marriage. “I sometimes see her. Now 
she has two children and because of the 
misery of being a child wife and mother, 
her face has changed a lot,” says Hirut 
sadly.

Although Hirut has been criticised by 
some village members for challenging 
her families and communities traditions, 
she says that it doesn’t affect her. “I don’t 
care at all. All I care is about my educa-
tion and dreams. I am so thankful that I 
took part in Plan International Ethiopia’s 
child protection project which helped me 
become stronger.” 

Hirut has taken part in various training 
sessions run by the organisation which 

is committed to raising awareness in communi-
ties about the negative consequences of harmful 
traditional practices such as female genital muti-
lation (FGM) and child marriage.

“Changing harmful traditional practices is critical” 
says Alemitu Abebe, from the Regional Council. 
“So much work has been done and we have wit-
nessed many changes. But there is still much to 
be done to reduce, let alone eradicate them.” 

For nearly eight years, Plan International Ethio-
pia has worked alongside communities in south-
ern Ethiopia to challenge traditional attitudes and 
cultural beliefs. We have recently launched a 
new project to fight harmful practices that affect 
the health and development of children, with a 
particular focus on girls. 

The project will directly reach a total of 12,000 
children from 25 communities in Shebedino dis-
trict and will indirectly affect the lives of 125,000 
children in the region.
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Birtukan, 15, is a very brave, bold 
young girl. She lives in a small village 
adjacent to Bahir Dar city of Amhara 
Region. Most girls of her age would 
like to have fun all the time and some 
of them dream of changing their lives. 
But she has a big dream to become a 
doctor and help those she saw suffer-
ing because of various kinds of dis-
eases. 

“I want to be a doctor when I grow 
up,” said the 7th grader at Robit Ele-
mentary School. “I want to cure those 
who are sick” She believes being a 
rural girl can’t stop her from becom-
ing a doctress, but issues related to it 
has challenged her a couple of times.  

Birtukan has all the dedication in this 
world to become the girl of her dream. 
She also has the backing from her 
school friends and her beloved teach-
ers, as she calls them. 

Regardless of her dream, her family 
a couple of times wanted her to give 
up on school and marry a barber-man 
whom she has even never seen. 

“They said he’s an old man. Even I don’t know him,” 
she says.

She insisted that she would only attend school but, es-
pecially her father, didn’t buy into her idea. Like many 
men in his precinct, he has low esteem for girls and 
women. The best a girl or a woman can become of is a 
housewife.

“We can’t afford to send her to Bahir Dar and cover 
her cost by the time she pass to grade 9th as there is 
no high school in our locality,” says Birtukan’s mother 
Tibeyin.    

Birtukan is so wise that she knew she was not going to 
victor on the war all by herself. And she told her friends 
in the school that her family has planned a wedding. 
Thanks to her friends who are active members of the 
Girls’ Club in the school, which is supported by Plan In-
ternational Ethiopia’s “Yes I Do/Alliance” program with 
an aim to fight against harmful traditional practices, her 
call bear fruit.

After redundant discussions and arguments, teachers 
and the Girls’ Club members, together with the local po-
lice and community representatives including religious 
leaders, they were able to cancel the marriage. Birtu-
kan and her friends are not so sure about her father 
for he may change his mind anytime. But they are sure 
that Birtukan is mentally strong to go through every-

The Iron 
Girl
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thing she encounters and will not let 
circumstances kill her dream of be-
coming a doctor. 

Amsalu Alitah, Wellbeing and Care 
Expert at Bahir Dar Zuria Wore-
da Women and Children Office, is 
touched by the teenager’s determi-
nation, in particular, and students’ 
commitment to combat harmful 
traditional practices in the kebeles 
where he thinks is a very serious is-
sues. “Girls are struggling for their 
need and wishes, and I take that 
as a very big achievement,” Amsalu 
complements. 

Now Birtukan’s marriage has been 
canceled, at least for the time being, 
and she is going to school. “The can-
celation [of the marriage] enabled 
me to attend school. It will help me 
realize my dreams,” says Birtukan. 

However, her victory didn’t come 
from one shot. She had to go 
through a lot of difficulties. “I have 
gone through many difficulties just 
because I said no to the marriage. 
I had to leave my family’s house. I 
had to face starvation, too.” 

Gedam Mulu, one of Birtukan’s right 
hands, believes that her friend will 
become of her dream, judging from 
all her endurance and commitment 
to pursue education. “With such ded-
ication, she will become a doctor as 
she aspires too,” she says. “She has 
endured very difficult challenges un-
like being a child and as she grows, 
however, she will get stronger and 
build better resilience.” Gedam be-
lieves the cancelation is a result of 
collaboration of various stakehold-
ers but puts Birtukan’s determina-
tion at the heart of all efforts. 

About the Project 
The Yes I Do is a five year (January, 2016 –  December, 2020) 
project with an aim to reduce child marriage, teenage preg-
nancies and female genital mutilation/ cutting (FGM/C)-re-
lated practices across 7 countries including Ethiopia. It is a 
joint alliance of four organizations namely Plan International 
Ethiopia, Amref, DEC and TaTA.  Funded by the Netherlands 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs (through Plan International Nether-
lands), these alliances are implementing the project in their 
own areas of expertise by complimenting each other. 

Plan International Ethiopia is implementing the project in two 
districts of Amhara Region, namely Bahir Dar Zuria and Ke-
wot districts. Out of the five project objectives, Plan Interna-
tional Ethiopia is working towards the following two specific 
objectives:

Objective 1 :- Community members and gate keepers have 
changed attitudes and take action to prevent and mitigate the 
impact of Child Marriage, Teenage Pregnancy and Female 
Genital Mutilation/cutting. 

Objective 2 :- Girls have alternatives beyond Child Marriage, 
Teenage Pregnancy and Female Genital Mutilation /Cutting 
through education and economic empowerment.
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Lakech Gebre, 76, who lives in 
Leku town, Shebedino woreda of 
Sidama Zone, remembers the day 
she heard she was going to marry 
as clear and vivid as it happened 
yesterday. 

“There was a preparation of some 
kind of festivity at our house,” she 
recalled. Her family said they are 
preparing for a mahiber (a local 
gathering to socialize). She, how-
ever, came to know that was a big 
lie and understood that she was go-
ing to marry. “I was playing with my 
friends when elders insisted me to 
drink local medicine called koso on 
one Friday. Then my friends told me 
that I would marry in two days,” she 
sorrowfully remembered. 

After having drunk the koso, she 
was also forced to drink butter on 
the next day, which is intended to 
weaken her body and dismiss her 
resistance.  

Lakech was only 14 and did not know the man she was 
going to marry at that moment. Then, afterwards Lakech 
had a very tough life as a young girl. She gave birth at 16 
with misery. “Counting the pains I had gone through with 
my first delivery, I would say that I would have been dead. 
It took five days to get rid of the placenta with the help of 
the traditional birth attendant,” says Lakech. 

Lakech life was messed up and she had nothing to smile 
about even for a second. “I had gone to my family every 
time I gave birth but they had always wanted me to get 
back to my husband because they didn’t want to be reject-
ed by the society. Both the woman who ‘abandoned’ her 
husband and the family who welcomed her were hated by 
the society,” She continues. 

On one good day, Lakech with her five children left Arsi, 
her birthplace, to Shebedino woreda of Sidama zone to 
bury the past with all its trauma and start a new life as a 
single mom. For Lakech life, with all its odds, became rea-
sonably good. “It was after I fled that I got to know what a 
happy life means. I had had enough and didn’t want to get 
married for the second time,” says Lakech. She decided 
that taking good care of her children be her dream as well 
as duty, which she perfectly fulfilled. 

“I wish I  
could be 
born now”
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Even having gone through it, Lakech 
did not understand that when a girl 
marries a man, her life remains at the 
mercy of that man. But now Lakech got 
a chance to be exemplary and change 
girl’s life in her home town. She is a 
chairperson of one of the women Idir 
(a community based association). As 
a leader she is participating in the fight 
against all sort of harmful traditions, 
and challenges of women empower-
ment. The Idir that Lakech is current-
ly charring is a member of a network, 
which comprises various community 
groups including religious leaders, 
officials of sectoral offices, Idirs, and 
law enforcement bodies in Shebedino 
woreda and is tasked to raise aware-
ness of the community about harmful 
traditions, women empowerment, and 
other development agendas, 

The network is formed and support-
ed by Plan International Ethiopia’s 
“Obligation to Protect (O2P): change 
agents” project, which is implemented 
by local partner called Association for 
National Planned Program for Vulner-
able Children And in Need (ANPPCAN 
Ethiopia in 15 kebeles of Shebedino 
woreda with an aim to promote the 
elimination of FGM/C by sensitizing 
communities on girl’s wellbeing and 
the effect of FGM/C, empowering 
child protection activities to challenge 
norms and attitudes.  

“The project has helped the networks 
to raise awareness of daunting issues 
to the society. These days, no family 
wants their child to leave school and 
get married. No family wants their 
daughter to be cut. Women’s partici-
pation is also well accepted by the so-
ciety as well as at home, Lakech con-
fidently says.

Lakech is currently raising two girls and one boy who lost 
their families because of various reasons. Her five children 
have also got a chance to go to school.  She is striving day 
and night so that they will be good at school and realize 
their dreams. Two of her sons finished school and got job 
and all of them established their own good life

 “I want all of them to focus on their education and build 
their future,” she affirmed. “I don’t recommend girls to mar-
ry before living their dreams, let alone give them to a hus-
band at their early age. Thank God things have changed 
now. Awareness has been created. The law is good and I 
wish I could be born now,” Lakech concludes

About the Project 
With the overall objective of contributing to the erad-
ication of FGM/C, Transformed Assertiveness of 
Community and Local-government for Effective re-
sponse (TACLE), is implemented by Plan Interna-
tional Ethiopia and its local partner Association for 
National Planned Program for Vulnerable Children 
And in Need-Ethiopia( ANPPCAN) to strengthen in-
teractions and linkages between communities, civil 
society organizations and institutions in 25 Kebeles 
of Shebedino Woreda of Sidama zone in Southern 
Nations Nationalities and People’s regional state.

This three years project is funded by Plan Interna-
tional’s Japan National Office and will directly benefit 
over 12,000 children and girls in the target kebeles 
and indirectly reach close to 127,000 people in vari-
ous community structures.
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Birtukan Assefa, 6, proudly says that 
she can count numbers and write al-
phabets. She is a very bright girl but 
she wouldn’t have known all these if 
not for Afama Bancha Early Childhood 
Care and Development (ECCD) cen-
ter, the first center in its kind in Bolo-
so-Sore district of Southern Nations 
Nationalities and People’s Regional 
State.

She joined the center, which is estab-
lished by Plan International Ethiopia in 
partnership with Wolaita Development 
Association (WDA) and managed by 
the community, back in September 
2017. “I come here to learn, study and 
play,” says Birtukan.

Previously, Birtukan used to handle re-
sponsibilities that no one can think of a 
girl of her age would handle. She used 
to work at home all the time. “I collect 
firewood, fetch water from a river,” she 
says. She also mentioned that she had 
to herd all the cattle her family owns. 

Busy with tasks of the grownups, this little girl said she 
has never heard of education. On top of this, there was 
no school for children around her village.

“It was a long tradition that many children would have 
been sent to school at the age of 10 in the commu-
nity,” said Tadelech Meskele, facilitator and teacher at 
the ECCD center. “This is because of absence of early 
child education in the area”. 

Tadelech believes that Birtukan is a very lucky girl since 
this ECCD center is opened in her village, which is also 
providing parenting session to create awareness on 
childcare and access to education for children amongst 
the community. 

Assefa Dana, Birtukan’s father, also agrees with Ta-
delech.  “She is very lucky to get this opportunity. The 
rest of my children left to school after the age of 10 
and above in difficult circumstance with long journey on 
foot,” says Assefa.  

Assefa is happy now that the center gives great value 
for children. “Our children are attending for free. Birtu-
kan would have been at home by this age if this cen-

Replicating “0” 
Class in Remote 
Ethiopia
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ter were not constructed in this area,” 
adds Assefa

Birtukan gets up so early, wash her 
hands and face, and packs breakfast 
and leave for the center that is work-
ing on improving social and cognitive 
skills of Birtukan and 39 other chil-
dren. “Since she joined the center, 
Birtukan’s school performance and 
self-confidence has improved. Her 
creativity has grown. She was not this 
good by the time she joined the cen-
ter,” said Tadelech. 

Birtukan, too, is so sure that she 
wouldn’t be as good as she is now if 
it was not for the center. “Now I know 
numbers, alphabets and even I can 
write. I might not have the knowledge 
that I have today if I did not get the 
chance,” she says. Tadelech express-
es her amazement towards Birtukan’s 
knowledge. “I might never know what 
Birtukan knows now only by the time I 
was in grade 5 and beyond” Tadelech 
adds.

For families in Afama Bancha, they 
also have other reasons to celebrate 
the center. “When children are at 
home,” says Assefa, “we cannot work 
properly. Now we are free to work 
and we also know that they are in a 
better and safe place”. “They get all 
necessary teaching and playing ma-
terials, too,” he adds. This has led to 
increased demand of application from 
the community. However, the center 
has limitation of capacity and cannot 
accommodate all the children who 
show up with the interest of joining. 

Furthermore, the program is so suc-
cessful that the local government, 
which bestow Plan International Ethi-
opia unwavering support, has already 
taken initiative to replicate it and has 
started implementing “0” class as an 
early learning school inside the prima-
ry school since 2016. 
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Ashenafi Ayele, 15, is a grade 2 student 
in Dola Primary School in Boloso-Sore 
district of Southern Nations Nation-
alities and People’s (SNNP) regional 
state. 

Ashenafi, like children of his age, would 
have been a 10th grader, or even 
above, had the community he belongs 
to was well aware that children with 
disabilities can learn and be a success 
like everyone else. Even his family had 
believed that “his condition was a curse 
from God”, according to Meseret Mun-
da, 35, is a mother of seven and a lead 
mother in Dola village of Boloso Sore 
district.   

“Due to his physical disability, many 
people in the community, including his 
family, thought he was a curse from 
God and made him stay at home, while 
children of his generation have passed 
to grade 10 and above,” says Meseret.  

“I couldn’t walk outside. I even had to 
get my hair cut at home,” says Ashenafi. 

He also was not allowed to go out when guests come to 
their house. He, thus, couldn’t help but cry his eye out. 
“I felt so upset and I was not focused. I loved to play 
with or at least see children playing. But how? I couldn’t 
walk and had no wheelchair. I had cried most of the 
time,” he adds.  

As a result, Ashenafi remained to be shy and felt unfor-
tunate but up until Meseret heard about him and went 
to his house to convince that he, like any other child, 
can learn and be anything he wants to become of. 

“I went to Ashenafi’s home to meet his parents and dis-
cuss with them what I understood from the parenting 
session. “I was able to discuss with his father so that he 
can bring him to school.” 

It was not so easy for Meseret, who, like many mem-
bers of the community, had very little knowledge of 
childcare, education, and disability in general, to get 
the job done. Nonetheless, after so many discussions 
with his family and convincing them to attend a parent-
ing sessions, through an Enhancing Early Childhood 
Care and Development (ECCD) program established 
by Plan International Ethiopia, she was able to bring 
Ashenafi to school.   Meseret became an active partici-
pant of a parenting session conducted through the proj-

Parenting 
session brings 
Ashenafi out 
of siege 
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ect at her village and became aware 
on the issues that children, girls and 
those with disabilities. This, accord-
ing to her, made her commit herself to 
stand against this backward attitudes 
of the community. 

The parenting session has 20 mem-
bers [5 male and 15 female] and dis-
cusses on various issues apart from 
early childcare and education and var-
ious professionals including education 
supervisors, health extension work-
ers, partners and facilitators partake. 

“He is now in the school with children. 
But it was not an easy task to bring 
him out and make him communicate 
with other children,” says Meseret. 

Ashenafi these days is a happy and 
very confident boy who can very easily 
communicate with everyone. “I would 
have been grade 10 by now if I had 
started school at my due age. How-
ever, I am so happy and thankful for 
what Plan [International Ethiopia] and 
Wolaita Development Association did 
to bring me to school and make me 
closer to my dream-being an entrepre-
neur,” says Ashenafi joyfully. 

Abaynesh Arsana, Ashenafi’s home-
room teacher at his school, is very 
happy to see him in school. “He would 
have been forgotten because his 
parents made him stay home. It was 
through the parenting session that he 
had the chance to come out and was 
given a wheelchair,” Abaynesh says. 

“Ashenafi is very active in his class 
and students and teachers are help-
ing him when he needs support. I am 
sure he will reach his full potential as 
he is performing well at school,” She 
compliments.  

It is not just Ashenafi’s fate, however, 
that has changed.  The parenting ses-
sion that happens twice every month, 
has enabled Meseret and members of 
her community in Dola village share 
their concerns, good practice and 

challenges on child care and development and brought 
about palpable signs of change in Dola village. 

about the Project
Implemented by Plan International Ethiopia and 
Wolaita Development Association (WDA) since 
2015 with the financial support from Plan Interna-
tional Finland (FLNO), the project aimed at achiev-
ing holistic development of children in safe and nur-
turing environment both at home and school level. 
It was also aimed at protecting children from any 
form of harm and abuse. Parenting education, early 
learning program, transition to primary school and 
partnership and capacity building are the four major 
pillars of the ECCD Project. 
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Jigsaa Tadesse, 11 and a 4th grader 
in Toke Kutaye Woreda in West Shoa 
Zone of Oromia, has a dream of be-
coming a doctor and treating patients. 
He also wants to support his commu-
nity he belongs to in so many ways. 

Everyone, who knows Jigsaa, be-
lieves that the boy will be the man of 
his dreams because not only he is 
doing very well at school but also his 
thinking and communication skills are 
a lot more than many of his friends 
and classmates. 

“I ranked 1st in the class all the time,” 
Jigsaa said. “I sometimes teach 
and assist students, who said to be 
academically weak and in need of 
the support, when teachers are not 
around for some reason.”

Not only that, Jigsaa is and wants to 
be clean all the time. He also makes 
speeches and presents various pro-
grams at mini-media and other ex-
tra-curricular groups. 

Jigsaaa believes that he was able to develop such a 
character at the Toke-Kombolcha Enhancing Early Child-
hood Care and Development (ECCD) where he was 
registered as a beneficiary four years ago. Toke-Kom-
bolcha ECCD center is one of the 12 Centers found in 
Toke-Kutaye district where Plan International Ethiopia 
and its local partner Ratson Women, Youth and Children 
Development Program established. 

 “We are given life skill trainings [at the ECCD center] 
and I was very much informed about school and school 
environment long before I joined school,” says Jigsaa. 
“It, therefore, wasn’t so hard for me to quickly adapt [to 
the environment]”.

“Children were raised by and belongs to a community 
much wider than immediate family– an entire village,” 
says Dandaanna Woyassa, member of the managing 
committee at the center. According to him, there was lit-
tle challenge to children and families by then and child-
care was the sole responsibility of parents who some-
times may be unable to fulfil.  

However, a lot has changed for children because of the 
center. “The trend is changing with communities, striving 
to be the focal point for early childhood development” he 
says. “There is an increased understanding by families 
and communities that the future depends on the healthy 

Jigsaa: A boy 
with a big dream. 
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development of their children and this 
can only be achieved if they collective-
ly play a vital role in them.” He adds.

Kefena Negarra, a Chairman of the 
Management Committee at the Cen-
ter, strongly backups the principles of 
ECCD and the first 6 years in human 
development is the most critical peri-
od. It is the foundation of good health, 
personality and intellectual develop-
ment are established during this peri-
od.

“Children who pass through ECCD 
program are active, interactive, socia-
ble, disciplined and outstanding. So, 
investing in the child’s development in 
their formative age is critical,” Kefena 
further explains. 

Sinknesh Gudeta, 28, who served 
Toke-Kombolcha ECCD center as 
a facilitator for years, is excited and 
grateful for working with children in her 
community. She believes that a child’s 
smile is the most heartwarming scene 
as it shows love, hope and trust.

“I never thought of the money I earn from 
the work I do at the center because I am  
already happy on carrying and nurturing 
children. On top of that, I know that 
children smile when they are happy, 
well fed, clothed and healthy. This re-
ally makes me feel that I am part of 
their happiness and growth into reli-
able and productive members of their 
society,” Sinknesh concludes.  

“I never thought of the
money I earn from the

work I do at the center 
because I am  already happy 

on carrying and nurturing 
      children”

about the Project
With the financial support from Plan International 
Finland (FLNO), Plan International Ethiopia in  
partnership with RATSON: Women, Youth and Chil-
dren Development Association implemented this 
project in Toke Kutaye district of Ambo, Oromia 
region. Specifically the project aimed at achieving 
holistic development of children in safe and  
nurturing environment both at home and school level. 
It was also aimed at protecting children from any 
form of harm and abuse. Parenting education, early 
learning program, transition to primary school and 
partnership and capacity building are the four major 
pillars of the project. A total of more than 2,177 chil-
dren of which 38 children with disability have bene-
fited from the three years long project. 
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Tihun Shimeles, 50, is a mother 
of seven and lives in Hawi Gudina 
district in West Harerghe Zone of 
Oromia Region. Life was so tough 
to her as a result of the very serious 
El Nino caused drought that hit her 
village and other Eastern parts of 
the country.  

She says she used to get water, 
both for household chores and cat-
tle, from an extremely distant riv-
er and later from a water reservoir 
constructed by the government in 
2015/16.The reservoir in her village 
was fed water by waterwheel and 
pumps some 72km far from the vil-
lage.  

But when the reservoir was unable 
to give water to the villagers as a re-
sult of the drought and some tech-
nical difficulties, life got even tough-
er to her. “It was hard to get water 
even back then,” she says. “As the 
drought hit and worsened our mis-

eries, we were very frustrated and I can say all of us [vil-
lagers] hardly have hope of survival. Because there was 
no rain, there was no drop of water. We were unable to 
harvest from our farms for the last three years,” she says. 

Back then, the daily routine of mothers and children, mostly 
girls, most of the time was traveling all day long in search of 
water. “I would travel more than 10 hours on foot to collect 
only a jerrycan of water, which is not more than 20 liters”, 
Tihun adds.  

Those who don’t want to suffer all that would have to pay 
10 ETB for a jerrycan of water. For Tihun and many others 
in the community, who are very poor, that is way too expen-
sive. Also, there are those who transport water through the 
use of the back of donkeys. These people, still, need to be 
well off either to own or to rent donkeys.  

On top of that, the water, according to her, wasn’t pure and, 
as a result, members of the community, mostly children, 
were exposed to waterborne diseases. 

She says the suffering of the villagers, like residents of 
many other villages in the district, increased day in day out. 
“Especially, it was painful to see our children suffer from 
thirst,” says Tihun.

Tihun is happy to 
pay double for 
pure water  
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Tihun explains how the situation im-
proved when Plan International Ethi-
opia, in partnership with the regional 
government, came to the villages, 
studied the situation and committed 
itself for intervention.  With the finan-
cial support from Plan International 
UK, the organization repaired the 
reservoir, brought in pumps and gen-
erators and provided technical sup-
ports, which enabled the reservoir to 
resume water supply. 

Now Tihun gets water in her village, 
few meters from her house, for only 
One ETB per jerrycan of 20 litres, 
that they are paying for administra-
tive and maintenance. She also says 
she is getting pure water, incompa-
rable to what she used to fetch from 
the river.  

“Thanks to Plan [International Ethio-
pia],” she says, “Now I started living 
as I am getting pure water cheap and 
nearby. Moreover I get more time to 
do other household activities.” says 
Tishun.

“I wouldn’t mind paying double of 
what I am paying right now because 
it is worth it. I hope I will no longer go 
through the problem again,” Tihun 
adds.
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W/ro Damenech Abebe, 33 and a 
mother of eight, lives in Areka town 
of Southern Nations Nationalities 
and People’s regional state. She 
got married at the age of 15, at such 
an early age she hardly had a clue 
about marriage. 

Like many people in her village, 
Damenech collects butter in the vil-
lage and sells it to a local markets 
in Areka town. Her husband, Wadu 
Koyra, is a small scale farmer and 
involved in irregular sheep trading. 
That’s what the family depended for 
years. 

Damenech’s children, excluding the 
youngest of all, were born with tra-
ditional birth attendants at home. 
Three of her children died as soon 
as they were born, consequently. 

Because of prolonged labor for two 
days at home as she was giving 
birth for her last child, she went to 

Gurmo Koyisha Health Center which referred her to Dubo 
St. Marry Primary Hospital. She was happy to have her 
baby but after a few days, she sadly came to know that she 
was not able to control urine and defection. In fear of this, 
she refused to take enough food for a lactating mother like 
her. Because her case has become even more complicat-
ed, she had to visit the hospital once again. 

“When I took any fluid, it urges me to urinate immediately. 
As a result, I ought to minimize my intake regardless of my 
serious need,” says Damenech. 

The family that depended much on her became very much 
affected as her health was becoming more fragile. Her frus-
tration heightened because neither she nor her family can 
freely be involved in idirs, equbs, and other social events 
and totally discriminated. Because people believed that 
she was not going to improve, they even advised Wadu to 
divorce with her and find some other girl to marry. 

Damenech was so desperate, as a result, to regain her 
health and tried almost everything at her disposal. “We 
have invested all our assets and I know that no expense 
was too great to bring back her health,” she says. Unfor-
tunately, nothing changed, according to her husband, at 
least, up until she heard about the UN Women project 

Finally, Damenech 
wins the battle 
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aimed at supporting gender-based 
violence survivors at Bo-loso Sore 
wereda where Plan International 
Ethiopia is the implementer. 

“As soon as I heard about it,” says 
Wadu, “I went to the Women & Chil-
dren Affairs Office for more informa-
tion on how we can benefit from the 
project.” He says his wife was taken 
to Yirgalem Hamlin Fistula Center 
for diagnosis and medication in just 
three days of their application. 

After facilitating the referral linkage 
Plan International Ethiopia comfort-
ably transported Damenech and her 
baby to the hospital where she was 
admitted and received diagnosis and 
medication for three months. 

The project has enabled a dozen of 
mothers, excluding Damenech, to 
recover their health and rejoin their 
families and communities. On top of 
these, 15 mothers with Uterovaginal 
prolapse (UVP) have been treated. 

Damenech believes it is Plan Inter-
national Ethiopia that saved and 
reunited her family, she loved, and 
the social events, she missed. “I can 
say that Plan came here to save me 
and others who passed through the 
unforgettable pain,” she says. “They 
saved my marriage as well.”   

“ … My life was in absolute mess. 
Our neighbors had stopped com-
ing to our house. Even my husband 
wanted to have a divorce with me 
and marry a young girl. My children 
had stopped playing with others,” 
Damenech adds.  

Now, Damenech is back to her vil-
lage, reunified with her family and 
social life, and lives happily. She is 
in a good health and is taking care of 
her children. She will also soon start 
her trade. 

about the Project
Plan International Ethiopia through the financial sup-
port of UN-Women implemented a project called “ad-
dressing detrimental effects of gender inequality on 
women’s health” with the objective of inspiring women 
health care seeking behavior in reproductive health 
services and promoting gender equality to transform 
the condition and position of women through engag-
ing men as partners for change. Accordingly, women 
groups like Women Development Armies (WDAs), 
community leaders (including men) and community 
health workers have been capacitated to raise aware-
ness and mobilize communities to address norms 
and practices related to gender inequality that have 
negative effects on women’s health. 

Furthermore, the project has a component of building 
the capacity of relevant sectors and institutions which 
are responsible in addresing deep rooted tradition-
al practice in Tiro-Afeta and Kersa districts of Jimma 
Zone, Oromia Region and Dara and Boloso-sore dis-
tricts of Sidama and Wolayita zones respectively in 
SNNPR. 

This a year-long project (01 July 2015 to 31 Decem-
ber 2016)  benefited 526,813 people directly and of 
which 316, 088 (60%) were women and adolescent 
girls.

The second of the project entitled “Promoting Wom-
en’s health rights through supporting effective imple-
mentation of national health policy” is implemented in 
Boloso-sore district of Wolayita zone, SNNP region. 
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Anisa Zike, 11 and a grade 4 stu-
dent in Halogoba village of Hawi 
Gudina district of Oromia Region, is 
the first daughter for her family. 

Like many girls in her village, and 
elsewhere in Ethiopia, she is re-
sponsible for household activities, 
including fetching water. The weight 
of that is too much to the shoulder of 
this little girl, who wants to become 
a doctor when she grow up.

She cleans house, help her mother 
in household activities, and is hap-
py about everything except the one 
that annoys her every time she had 
to do it. “I am happy when I perform 
all [household activities] except col-
lecting water from the river,” says 
Anisa. “I am not happy when my 
mother orders me to collect water 
because it is too far and when I had 
to fetch, pretty much every day, I 
had to miss classes,” she adds. 

It takes Anisa, who has a dream of becoming a doctor, 
and other children, mostly girls, in Halogoba and other 
villages an average of four hours of round trip, on foot, 
to fetch water from a river, where animals drink from, 
as it is a very remote area with difficult topography and 
climate. 

To make the matter even worse, the village and many 
others, became so much affected by the EI Nino driv-
en drought since 2015, making potable water a luxury. 
According to Anisa, thinking about sanitation at the time 
was a total madness. “We even didn’t think about our 
sanitation. The situation just didn’t allow us.” 

In fact, there was a water reservoir, which has a capacity 
of 300,000 liters installed to provide water for Halogoba 
and other villages in the district. Due to some technical 
failures and the El Nino caused drought, it had stopped 
functioning.

The teenager’s life seemed, nevertheless, to have be-
come easier as Plan International Ethiopia, in collabo-
ration with the regional government, through Emergen-
cy Nutrition Specific and WASH Support for Drought 
Affected Communities program funded by Plan Inter-
national UK repaired the existing water source and 

Anisa no more 
misses class in 
search of water
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upgraded it by providing 
pumps, generator, equip-
ment and technical support. 

Now, Anisa has no more 
to travel extended hours in 
search of water and miss 
classes. “My wish is for the 
water to be available forever 
as it is now. Nothing hinders 
me from going to school but 
the search for water. Now I 
also have time to play after 
school as a child,” she says. 
“I thank Plan International 
[Ethiopia] for enabling us 
drink a lot more pure water 
and keep our sanitation” 
says Anisa.  
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Tela, a local beer in most parts of Ethi-
opia, is a source of pleasure for many 
residents of Sahala Woreda of Wa-
ghemra zone in Amhara Region. It, 
however, is the foundation and pillar 
for Sewalem Getu, 26, and her family. 

Sewalem, is a mother of two, and sells 
tela for everyone who wants to sip 
from one of her tins [containers of one 
or half a litter] and quench their thirst. 
In the good old days, she could easily 
earn money for sustenance from her 
business, according to her. “I used to 
get money pretty enough for my fami-
ly,” she says. 

But Sewalem’s business, too, was hit 
so hard when the serious drought hit 
Eastern African countries, including 
Ethiopia. Sahala is one of the highly 
affected woredas in Ethiopia. 

Because of lack of production, the price for sorghum, 
the major input for tella, highly increased. On top of this, 
Sewalem would find water after hours of search in the 
mountainous arid lands of Mesha village, where most of 
the population was very much affected by the drought 
and predominantly relied on government Safety Net 
program and food aids from various development part-
ners including Plan International Ethiopia. 

As cost of input for the local beer increased, she tried to 
manage her business by adding the price of the beer, 
to share the inflation to her customers. But business 
dried not only because of the price of the beer, but also 
because the same catastrophe also affected pockets of 
her clients. 

“I used to buy 1kg of sorghum for five birr(0.25USD) 
only. Since the drought came by, though, the price al-
most doubled,” she adds. 

“Many of my customers were no more able to come by 
and buy tela like they used to. This affected my family 
who depends on sustenance and food shortage made 

A rebirth for children in 
Sahala woreda
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our lives so hard,” Sewalem explains.

Because of the poverty aggravated 
by the drought, Abaye Mamu, 2 years 
old,  Sewalem’s youngest child, be-
came malnourished. “He was serious-
ly sick. He was unable to eat, drink 
and even sleep,” she says. Sadly, she 
didn’t have money to take him to hos-
pital. “He was about to die!” 

For good, though, Plan Internation-
al Ethiopia, in association with other  
actors, started intervention through 
“Integrated Emergency Nutrition and 
Emergency WASH project with a  
financial support from ECHO.  

Under this project Plan International 
Ethiopia provided necessary medical 
equipment like medicine, OTP-SC-Nu-
trition and skill gap training, nutritious 
food for lactating and pregnant wom-
en, as well as inputs for the health post 
like office equipment, demonstration 
materials and various home based 
trainings across the district in targeted 
communities in the district. 

Sewalem went to the nearby health 
post where Plan International Ethio-
pia provided medication and food for 
her baby. She said her baby received 
due medication with due attention. “He 
was provided with supplementary food 
from the health post. A training was 
given to me before taking the food and 
feed my baby,”  she adds. 

“I am super excited now because my 
baby is very healthy. Hadn’t been for 
the food, I would have lost my baby,” 
says Sewalem.

Abrham Mulu, Health Officer at Mesha 
Health Center, expressed his appreci-
ation for Plan International Ethiopia’s 
efforts in responding for the need 
in the village. “I would like to thank 
Plan [International Ethiopia] because 
there’s nothing to do than save a dy-
ing baby because of food shortage. It 
is rebirth for Abaye and many other 
children who received food and med-

ication from the project,” he syas. “The organization also 
has a very close and good relations with our health center,” 

According to W/ro Desta Abebaw, Health Extension Work-
er at the Health Post, there are 18 health various package 
in this program. “Plan [International Ethiopia] has been 
supporting us in every packages including provision of  
office equipment, medicine, nutritious food, Plumpy-nut 
and various home based trainings. 
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Fatume Bakar, 38, is a woman too 
much on her shoulder as many 
women in Guba Koricha woreda of 
West Harerghe Zone in Oromia Re-
gional State. 

She is the head for a family of five.  
During her old bright days, she had 
everything what a person should 
have to be considered as a well-off 
family. Her life took a dive when her 
husband got sick a few years back 
urging her, and the family, to spend 
almost everything they owned for 
his medical treatment that bear no 
fruit. To make it worse, the farm the 
family owns and she ploughs de-
nied yields as the result of El’ Nino 
caused drought which resulted 7.8 
million people in need of food aid in 
Ethiopia. 

According to her, the last couple of years have been the 
worst in her entire life and the sorghum, maize and wheat 
she sow this year would hardly give produce during the 
mahar season. “Maize and sorghum is dead already. The 
wheat may revive but only if it rains in a few days and as 
long as it does in a normal kiremt season does,” she says 
helplessly. Fatuma said they don’t have anything to eat 
right now, let alone for the whole year. 

Like any kindhearted mother, she did not want to see her 
three children die of hunger. “I sent Chaltu [one of her 
daughters] to a well-off family, so that they lend me hands 
to support my family and, mainly, to feed her,” she adds 
with cloudy eyes. 

With all this, though, she sends Aska Mohammed, her 
other daughter, to school. “I am deeply sad that Chaltu is 
not in school but what can I do,” Fatuma said regretting. 

As Plan International Ethiopia’s drought emergency re-
sponse team in West Harerghe handed over goats and 
sheep to families identified as poor-of-the-poor by experts 

“I am getting my girl back”: Fatuma
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from Guba Koricha woreda govern-
mental institutions, Fatuma was fortu-
nate enough to receive four goats for 
breed. 

Fatuma put much of her hope on these 
goats because they will empower her 
economically. “My only hope to keep 
my family alive will depend on the 
goats I received from Plan today. I am 
hopeful that it will improve my life. But 
we need to have something to con-
sume until I reap fruits from the goats” 
she says.  “I will take good care of 
them and try to feed my family in the 
long-term”. She also said she would 
bring Chaltu back home and will look 
into how the later can go back to 
school. “I want her to be stronger than 
me and challenge life differently and 
efficiently. Only education will make 
her do that,” Fatuma concludes. 

“I want her to be stronger 
than me and challenge life 
differently and efficiently. 

Only education will make  
her do that,” 



38Page -Stories of Change | March 18 plan-international.org/ethiopia

Ziytuna Sani, 30, is living with her 
brother Abdella, in Halo Goba com-
munity of Hawi Gudina District of 
Oromia Region.

Ziytuna is disabled and couldn’t walk 
upright since the age of seven due to 
unknown reason. Abdella is the only 
person supporting her all the time. 

Like the majority of people living in 
this area, Ziytuna and her brother 
used to live through agriculture. But 
for the past three consecutive years, 
they relied upon government Safe-
ty Net program due to the recurrent 
drought across the region. 

Water is one of the major challenge in Ziytuna’s village. 
“My brother was the one who collect water from the river 
both for me and his family. I can’t collect it as I couldn’t 
walk”, says Ziytuna.   

“Before this water point start functioning, my brother used 
to travel almost half a day to collect water and he has al-
ways come tired. For that reason, I don’t feel comfortable 
asking for water even if I was so thirsty,” Ziytuna adds. 

Ziytuna has never been pushed to the corner in any cir-
cumstances as it was for the past three years. That was 
a very bad experience for her.

“I had to wait until my brother gives me water. I was not 
feeling well whenever I asked him for water, I knew the 
challenges that he could face to bring it for me and his 
family.” 

Ziytuna Will not be alone anymore
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“Hence, I might have drunk any sort 
of water, clean or dirty, available at 
home,” she explains.

“Most of the time we have to pay 10 
birr per 20 litres of water and that is 
very costly for people like me who are 
dependent on aid”, Ziytuna further 
elaborates how much the water short-
age affects their economy.  

Asked about her social interaction Zi-
ytuna replied “I stayed alone at home, 
no one will have time to socialize, and 
everybody has been rushing to this 
routine task – searching for water.”

To think about hygiene and sanitation 
including washing clothes were very 
difficult for Ziythuna in such circum-
stance. “I know what all these costs 
both financially as well as physically 
that is why it was impossible for me for 
a long time,” she says.

“Today I am very happy to see this water in our vil-
lage. I hope I am not going to be thirsty any more for 
long. I can ask any one from the neighborhood to 
bring water for me without any challenge” 

“Now, we all are happy, we can drink pure water with 
list cost. I prefer to drink this one and wish to drink it 
forever.”

 “I hope from now on wards, I may also get someone 
to interact with as people will not spent much of their 
time in search of water,” Ziytuna concludes.   
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Storytelling has always been an im-
portant part of people’s lives, but ref-
ugee life has a way of threatening 
even the most ingrained of traditions. 

In Kule refugee camp in Gambella, 
Ethiopia, home to more than 270,000 
South Sudanese refugees since con-
flict broke out in their country in 2013, 
there are children who haven’t heard 
stories for all these years.

Nyakeata, a South Sudanese refu-
gee who lives in the camp, says that 
she was so fearful about her family’s 
circumstances that telling stories to 
their eight-year-old daughter Babur 
was the last thing on her mind.

“We’re living through a war,” she 
says. “How can we even think about 
telling folktales now? We’re worrying 
about how to be safe from the fighting 
and feed our children and ourselves.” 

“While we know hearing stories helps 
them, it just wasn’t a priority.” 

Instilling a passion for reading

Since December 2016, Babur has been attending reg-
ular reading sessions at children’s day center set up by 
Plan International Ethiopia as part of We Love Reading, 
a pilot initiative run alongside our partner organisation 
UNHCR.

As part of the project, which is dedicated to improving 
reading, listening and analytical skills of children living 
in the camp, 46 volunteers have been given books and 
trained to deliver sessions in reading and illustration 
and 40 reading circles and community libraries have 
been established. 

Babur, who hasn’t missed a single reading session 
since the project began, says that her favourite book is 
about a boy called Kulang and his dog. 

The project is encouraging children to tell stories orally 
to their peers. “I’ve told most of the stories I’ve heard 
to my sister and brothers and friends of mine,” says 
Babur.

Ethiopia: Boosting refugee children’s 
education through reading



43Page -plan-international.org/ethiopia Stories of Change | March 2018

Working with women

The women in the camp are also par-
ticipating: many have begun to read to 
their children again, thanks to books 
borrowed from volunteers.

“When the dusk falls, my mum reads 
stories from the book I got from John,” 
says Babur, referring to John Majak, 
one of the volunteer reading ambassa-
dors. 

Majak, a father of three who escaped 
from South Sudan with his family in 
June 2014, believes the project is help-
ing to instil a passion for reading in the 
entire community.

“When children see me from a distance 
with my story books, they run to the 
reading place and sit on the ground,” 
he says. “When I begin reading, they 
go quiet instantly and pay attention. 

“Most of them are now so interested in 
stories. The number of children who at-
tend my sessions has doubled in three 
months.”

So far, 1,751 children have benefitted 
from the project, with many of them 
performing better in school and becom-
ing more confident as a result.

In recognition of this success, the proj-
ect will soon be replicated at other ref-
ugee camps across Ethiopia.

Exploring tribal heritage

Another volunteer ambassador, 
Gatwech Chuol Buop, who also fled 
the conflict in South Sudan, believes 
stories are the best way of teaching 
children about their cultural heritage. 
He writes stories about the Nuer tribe 
who are concentrated in South Sudan 
and southwestern Ethiopia and shares 
them at 30-minute reading sessions on 
Sundays attended by up to 350 chil-
dren.

“The stories tells children about their ancestors – about 
their strength and struggles for survival and how they 
shared resources among the community,” he says.

The work brings him real happiness, he says. “From time 
to time, I see real changes in the children.”

Reading ambassador reads aloud to children at one of the  
reading centres in the camp



44Page -Stories of Change | March 18 plan-international.org/ethiopia

With her breathtaking voice, Nyelua 
Gach, 11 and one of over 401,660 
refugees in Gambella who fled a 
devastating war in South Sudan with 
her family of 7, sings for children of 
her surrounding communities. Her 
song calls upon children to come to 
school and make their future brighter. 
However, she is yet to get access to 
school. 

At Nguenyyiel Refugee Camp alone, 
where Plan International Ethiopia, 
in close collaboration with ARRA, 
UNHCR and other implementing 
agencies, is undertaking Primary Ed-
ucation (Grade 1 to 4) and Early Child-
hood Care and Development (ECCD) 
centers, there are over 59,100 refu-
gee children. By now, there are over 
47,300 school-age children in this 
camp. However, only a little over 
11,000 of them are getting access to 
school at various levels. Like Nyelua, 
the rest are staying idle all day long 
and/or helping families in household 
activities somehow. 

She believes education is the key, if 
not everything, for one’s future suc-

cess. “Education changes your life; it brightens your tomor-
row,” cried in her song. Nyelua used to go to school and 
was 1st grader before the war broke out in South Sudan. 

Abebe Kassa, Education in Emergency (EiE) Coordina-
tor of Plan International Ethiopia’s operation in Gambella, 
knows that many children, including Nyelua, have not yet 
get access to education. “Classes are congested and the 
number of classes we very limited,” he said to a group of 
journalists who, with the High Commissioner of UNHCR, 
were at Mat school on Tuesday morning to witness Plan 
International Ethiopia’s operations. “We have a very limited 
resource,” he added. He also mentioned that there upper 
primary school and secondary school classes should be 
opened for the upcoming fiscal year so as to accommo-
date grade 5 and above students. “Grade 4 students will be 
graduated this year and they should pursue their education 
further,” said Abebe. 

Nyelua wants to be a teacher and help children realize their 
dream. But her dream is hanged on a wall whose survival 
is at the mercy of the international community. “Nothing is 
better than home and I want to go home when the dust 
comes down. Up until then, I should go to school,” said 
Nyelua. She has a plan to get registered when the summer 
break ends.  

Should she and the rest of over 48,000 children go to school 
next year, will be decided upon the resource at the hands 
of implementers.

Nyelua: A Girl who 
calls Children 
to School, but 
doesn’t go 
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world refugee day 
20th June, 2017: UN High Commissioner for Refugees Filippo Grandi and Deputy Director of ARRA,  
Mr. Zeynu Jemal, visiting Plan International Ethiopia’s Mat primary school in Nguenyyiel Camp on the 
commemoration of world refugee day.
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“My name is Etagegne Chimdessa and 18 years 
old. I am a 12th grader at Minilik Preparatory 
School. As a girl, I have gone through a lot and 
as a result, have always complained about my  
femininity. Now, I have a dream to be in a good  
position and contribute in resolving issues that girls 
may face. I, with others, would like to advocate for 
girls’ equality.  

“I believe challenges of girls start at home and 
parents need to be cognizant of their treatment  
towards their children and should, in any way, 
not make girls feel inferior to boys. I also believe 
that the media, the government and international  
organizations should stand for girls, help them 
raise their confidence to decide for themselves.   
Moreover, I call up on all girls to value and honor 
themselves and not to give up on their dreams.” 

“…I would like to advocate for 
girls equality.” 

“My name is Eden Geremew. I am 18 and a 1st 
year Accounting student. I consider myself very 
lucky to be a girl. 

Even though I know women and girls, including 
me, face too many challenges, I believe we girls 
are bigger than our problems and can make a  
difference. I plead to all girls to come together and 
communicate our issues and should strive, with 
those who have the desire and ability, to change 
their situations.  

Being a girl also helped me to be very understand-
ing and thoughtful. Thanks for my family, especial-
ly my father, who made me to be so proud of and 
confident about myself. 

Someday, I want to establish my own business, 
which will help me support girls who will probably 
be in need because I like to be there for people  
who need help ranging from advices and sugges-
tions to anything on my capacity. 

“We are bigger than our problems”
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“My name is Selamawit Gebremeskel and I am an 
11th grader at Falcon Academy. 

“Even if I am part of a society that values girls lesser 
than boys, and does not do so much for the rights 
to be respected, I am proud of being a girl and I am 
sure I will be the woman of my dream.  

 “These days, things seem to be changing for 
children and girls for the better. Technologies are 
improved and improving our lives; we are access-
ing information that can change our and others 
attitudes. We must utilize this opportunity to raise 
awareness of the society about our problems, our 
capacities, capabilities, etc. 

“My dream is to be a cardiologist and help citizens 
who suffer from heart diseases and thereby be ex-
emplary for African children. I urge all children to 
dream BIG and fight for it.” 

“I am sure I will be the woman of 
my dream.”

“My name is Kibur Berihun. I am a Grade 11 stu-
dent at Wondirad Secondary School. I am extreme-
ly happy for and proud about being a female. It 
has exposed me for various responsibilities which 
I fulfil happily. 

“I have a dream of establishing an organization, 
like Plan International Ethiopia, and will try my 
best to support girls and advocate that they can 
achieve anything if they wish, commit themselves 
to and persist on doing, regardless of their various 
challenges.  

“A lot is due from academic institutions, teach-
ers, families, governmental institutions, non-gov-
ernmental organizations, schools and families to 
provide special attention and equal opportunities 
to girls. Also, WE girls should first believe in our-
selves so as to make others believe in us. We must 
stand for our rights to education so as others will.”

 “Equal opportunities and atten-
tion to boys and girls”
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