
Research in Mali and Burkina Faso



Plan International ©

Methodology 

▪ Adapted the previous Adolescent 

Girls in Crisis Research 

Framework – placed the 

experiences of adolescent girls at 

the centre of the methodology

▪ The new adapted framework 

included considerations of all 

the people around adolescent 

girls and sought to include the 

possibilities of change which 

lie in the girl’s enabling 

environment.

Mixed methods Approach:

• Spoke with 900 girls with a mixture of surveys, 
single sex focus group discussions and in-depth 
interviews. 

• Focus group discussions with 148 adolescent 
boys

• Single sex discussion groups with 151 parents 
and guardians

• 32 key informant interviews with community 
leaders, local authorities and members of civil 
society organisations
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AGiC 2.0 Socio-ecological Framework



Rokia, 14, in Koulikoro region, Mali.

(©Plan International)



▪ Children have witnessed extreme 

violence from armed conflict

▪ Insecurity and curfews have restricted 

people’s mobility and the functioning of 

markets and schools

▪ Boys risk being enlisted in armed groups

VIOLENCE I’m afraid at night. Not during the day. 

I’m scared because at night there’s a lot of 

things you can’t see because there are 

jihadists there. I’m scared if I go out, he might 

run into me and then kill me. 

YOUNG WOMAN, 

19, TOUGAN, BURKINA FASO 

▪ Girls are exposed to Gender-

Based Violence, including 

Intimate Partner Violence, 

perpetrated by household 

members

In the past month, 

percentage of girls 

who have,

been hit 

or beaten

experienced 

unwanted sexual 

gestures

been shouted 

at or insulted

Burkina Faso 10.94 % 6.25 % 21.09 %

Boucle du Mouhoun 15.6 % 1.6 % 32.8 %

Centre Nord 6.25 % 10.9 % 9.3 %

Mali 9.09 % 8.3 % 15.02 %

Mopti 3.13 % 7.81 % 9.38 %

Timbuktu 15.2 % 8.8% 20.8 %

PERCENTAGE OF GIRLS (10-19) 

WHO REPORTED ACTS OF 

VIOLENCE (N=381):



EDUCATION
▪ Schools are damaged, destroyed or 

inaccessible

▪ Inability to pay school fees or buy school 

materials

▪ Lack of teachers

▪ Violence going to and from school;

▪ Early marriage of girls

▪ Poor quality school curriculum, and 

learning environment (crowded 

class)

▪ Lack of appropriate sanitation 

facilities at schools



UNMET BASIC 
NEEDS

▪ Difficulties to access drinking 

water particularly for displaced 

girls (unavailability of water, 

violence experienced at water 

sources)

▪ 15% of girls in Mali said they 

worry their household will not 

have enough food (18% in BF)

▪ Many girls struggle to access 

healthcare due to lack of 

financial resources



WORK & 
LIVELIHOODS

Girl prepares meal in her 

tent in Balukhali camp,

Cox’s Bazar. (©Plan 

International)

▪ In many areas, girls work outside the 

home, usually as maids for rich families or 

by cooking and selling food, even if they go 

to school - a key coping mechanism that 

enables them to save and contribute to 

their household’s income 
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