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Plan International is an independent development and humanitarian organisation that advances children’s rights and equality for girls. We believe in the power
and potential of every child, but know this is often suppressed by poverty, violence, exclusion and discrimination. Working together with children, young people,
supporters and partners, we strive for a just world, tackling the root causes of the challenges girls and vulnerable children face. We support children’s rights from
birth until they reach adulthood, and enable children to prepare for — and respond to — crises and adversity. We place a specific focus on girls and young women,
who are most often left behind. We have been building powerful partnerships for children for more than 80 years, and are now active in more than 70 countries.
Plan International Lebanon has had a presence in Lebanon since 2017, obtaining formal registration in 2019, and has programmes throughout the country
(Beirut, Mount-Lebanon, South, North and Bekaa).

We have been building powerful partnerships for children for more than 80 years, and are now active in more than 70 countries. Plan International has had a
presence in Lebanon since 2017, with programmes throughout the country (Beirut, Mount-Lebanon, South, North and Bekaa). We work in partnership with
community-based, local, national, and international organisations to address the needs of vulnerable children, adolescents and youth in Lebanon, enabling them

to realise their rights, including to protection, education and gender equality, and participate meaningfully in society.

Following the outbreak of the Syrian crisis in 2011 and as a result of
displacement the Syrian refugees and the affected vulnerable host
communities were faced with new challenges related to the increasingly dire
economic conditions and the ongoing deterioration of living conditions.
Research shows that refugees push their children into the labour market,
where they can face exploitative conditions, as a coping mechanism to help
in making a living for their families where adult refugees’ work is prohibited
by the law. In Lebanon, an estimated two thirds of agricultural farms employ
children, and it was found that children constitute 30% of the workforce in
the surveyed farms.

Based on the VASyR study released in 2019 for Lebanon, the percentage
of children between 15 and 17 year of age in school is only 22%.
Thousands of children all over Lebanon, are working under harmful
conditions in many cases to contribute to their families' income, as primary
breadwinners.

The Lebanese law prohibits employing children under 18 years for

more than six hours/day, with a minimum of a one-hour rest granted after
four hours of successive work, and it is also prohibited to employ children
between 7pm and 7am, and during their daily rest time or weekly and official
holidays, in addition to granting the child 13 consecutive hours of rest
between two working shifts, Also It is prohibited to employ children below 13
years old under any circumstances.

Plan International, in partnership with local entity “Himaya” in Lebanon,
will implement a 3-year project that is funded by the European Union’s
European Instrument for Democracy and Human Rights from January 1%t
2019 until December 31t 2021. The project’s overall aim is to contribute
Lebanon’s efforts in fulfilling the requirements of Article 32 of the Convention
on the Rights of the Child through combating WFCL in the agricultural sector
in the following geographical area: The Beqgaa valley (Al-Kaa) Lebanon due
to the high rates of WFCL in those areas, both in the refugee population and
the vulnerable host communities, in addition to the low local institutional
capacity on child protection and child labour, and lack of actors working
directly at eliminating WFCL in this area.

CAREGIVER CHILD
9/ RESPONDENTS O/ RESPONDENTS
99.5/0 ARE SYRIAN 100/’.‘! ARE SYRIAN

SURVEYED WORKING CHILDREN

Child labour is becoming more frequent, and is more prevalent during
school holidays (time- off) than during school days.

In Lebanon, all surveyed children were Syrians, though it should be noted
that not all Syrian families were refugees; some had moved to Lebanon
before the Syrian War.

BASELINE KEY FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Prior to the project’s implementation, a baseline assessment was
conducted to determine the underlying factors and considerations of child

labour. The assessment concluded that child labour is a multifaceted
social problem, as the socio-economic context of the geographic area, is
built around child labour.

750 vulnerable boys and girls (50% F — 150 Lebanese, 600
Non-Lebanese) have decreased vulnerability to WFCL in the
agricultural sector after receiving age appropriate and gender
sensitive child protection, non/in formal education and livelihood
opportunities.

375 (263 W, 112 M), 75 Lebanese, 300 Non-Lebanese) targeted
caregivers are willing and enabled to protect their children from
WFCL after participating in Positive Parenting Programme and/or
accessing livelihood alternatives.

12 child protection committee members (50% F), 1,200
women and men (50%F), 20 key stakeholders; 25 members of
child protection working groups (50%F) are better enabled to
prevent and respond to WFCL.

The implementation of the National Action Plans (NAPs)
against the WFCL of Lebanon is supported to respond to the
worst forms of child labour.

SURVEYED WORKING CHILDREN
ARE SEPARATED FROM THEIR PARENTS

SURVEYED CAREGIVER
HAVE CHILDREN WORKING AND
ARE SEPARATED FROM THEM

SURVEYED WORKING CHILDREN
LIVE WITH ELDERLY

SURVEYED CAREGIVER
WHO HAVE WORKING CHILDREN
HAVE ELDERLY IN THEIR FAMILIES

(Elderly are more likely to depend on children’s income.)

8% SURVEYED WORKING CHILDREN

7% SURVEYED CAREGIVERS

WHO HAVE WORKING CHILDREN HAVE AT LEAST
ONE PERSON WITH A DISABILITY IN THEIR FAMILIES.

The ages at which children begin working ranges from 7 to 15 years old,
with the majority of working children over the age of 12 years old.

The expectation for children to work in many families is prevalent due to
dire financial circumstances; in fact, many children work for their families
and relatives, rather than for other farms.



Work is prioritized over education due to the children’s ability to and pride in
helping out their families, contrasted by the alternative of attending poor,
resource-scarce schools which often fail to provide stimulation and provoke
interest among students. This in turn is exacerbated by lack of information.

The main reason why Syrian refugee children were not attending school was
because the family cannot afford school expenses such as the cost of
transportation, followed by the need to work and having problems in registration
at school.

There an oversight in the agricultural sector, resulting in exploitative conditions
and poor organization both in terms of administrative and legal oversight as well
as community organization and awareness.

Many families and children are unaware of the dangers children may face while
working in the agricultural sector. This is exacerbated by the fact that only a few
children tell their parents and/or employers when injuries occur, unless it
requires an immediate trip to the hospital.

The vast majority (over 80%) of caregivers were unaware of organizations that
support in funding livelihood opportunities. Other families and children are
largely unaware of the role education plays in increasing income and improving
standard of living down the line.

Lack of sufficient awareness on the immediate and long-term effects of being
involved in the worst forms of child labour, including information on the risks and
hazards that could be experienced in agricultural lands.

SURVEYED CHILDREN

WORK 7
DAYS / WEEK

WORK5 - 6
DAYS / WEEK

WORK 3 - 4
DAYS / WEEK

WORK5 - 6
HOURS / DAY

OTHER CHILDREN
BOYS GIRLS WORK 2 -13
6.35 HOURS 6.5 HOURS HOURS /DAY

PREVALENCE OF CHILD LABOUR IN THE HOUSEHOLD

97%
32%
959

ECONOMIC VULNERABILITY

96+

SURVEYED CHILDREN HAVE WORKING
SIBLINGS YOUNGER THAN 18 Y.0

SURVEYED CAREGIVERS HAVE
CHILDREN BELOW 18 WORKING.

SURVEYED WORKING CHILDREN
WORK IN AGRICULTURAL LANDS.

SURVEYED CAREGIVERS INDICATED
THAT THEIR HOUSEHOLDS OWED DEBTS.

Work distribution depends mainly on the work needed on the farm and the
different skills of workers and according to who is able to do the needed tasks
better. However, work that needs physical effort such as carrying heavy loads is
done by boys while work that needs precision and speed is assigned to girls.

Boys’ wages tend to be higher than the girls’ since they are more involved in
work that requires physical effort. Girls are paid 8000 LBP and boys are paid
10000 LBP per agricultural workday.

Therefore, in order to effectively address the root causes of child labour,
the project will require holistic and comprehensive solutions designed to:

» Improve the economic situation of families by advocating for the creation of
employment opportunities;

» Support the education sector by providing additional supplies and
programmes to foster child and teacher engagement, and to incentivize school
attendance over work;

» Provide resources for community engagement and organizing to empower
children and their families and widen the circle of inclusion and engagement
beyond employers [of child labourers] and officials; and

» Promote awareness of the risks associated with child labour, as well as the
benefits and necessities of education in improving one’s socioeconomic status.

» Empower children on their rights, wellbeing, and education through a holistic
programmatic approach.

TYPE OF AGRICULTURAL LABOUR

Spraying pesticides Using sharp tools

76%‘ % 61%‘ oo

Carrying loads Other
on your back

PER AGE GROUP

14-18 m

75% @

Touching or handling plants
without protective gloves

HOUSEHOLD MAIN PROVIDERS

T1%
18%

SURVEYED CAREGIVERS SAID THAT THERE WERE
NOT ANY ADULTS WORKING IN THE HOUSEHOLD.

MENTIONED THAT THE MAIN PROVIDER FOR THE
HOUSEHOLD IS NEITHER ONE OF THE PARENTS,
WHILE 20% ADMITTED THAT THEIR CHILDREN WERE
THE PRIMARY PROVIDERS OF THE HOUSEHOLDS.

ADULTS WORKING THE HOUSEHOLD (+18)

2 —p B%
wore . 3o

o —» 11%
1 — 13%

Being out of schools holds the largest impact, that causes children to be working, where 94% of working children are
out of school and 73% of surveyed caregivers mentioned that their children are working and out of schools.

The main reason why Syrian refugee children were not attending school was because the family cannot afford school
expenses such as the cost of transportation, followed by the need to work and having problems in registration at school.

SURVEYED 7%
CHILDREN CAREGIVERS -
Families depend on children's income
Families with a disability person GOING TO
SCHOOL

Risk to return children to work

Children who are separated from
parents are more at risk of working

Who are out of school Il WORKING

Figures and charts only represent caregivers and working children surveyed throughout this evaluation study.
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