Summery of presentation lyri Sadeh of INTERPOL'’s Crimes against Children Team

Created in 1923, INTERPOL is the largest IntermatloPolice Organization, with a
General Secretariat located in Lyon, France, addati Central Office in 188 member
countries, 6 Sub-Regional Offices.

INTERPOL’s child protection unit is located withihe trafficking in human beings sub-
directorate. The teams’ tasks include coordinateord promotion of international

cooperation between member states, and of intemadtoperations in this field of sexual
exploitation on minors. The child protection teadménistrates an international expert
group — to assist in investigations, and operdtesriternational child sexual exploitation
database, an operative tool to aid investigatonsdaweide in the identification and rescue
of victims.

In addition to operational activity and tools, suak trainings, criminal intelligence
databases, response teams etc., INTERPOL also fsnpwmlicy development and
prioritization of specific issues or crime areaoanits member states.

INTERPOL’s annual general assembly, bringing togetheads of police and high
ranking officials and decision makers from its 18@mber countries, has regularly
adopted resolutions of such nature in previoussyesimed at promoting best practices
and advancing global security.

As an example, one such resolution, relating tédgbriotection, is a 2002 Resolution on
child trafficking and slavery - encouraging memktates to introduce and implement
legislation against child trafficking and slavekyrging INTERPOL’s national offices to
increase information exchange on these crimes akith@a states to protect and support
organizations working to help victims in this field

Similarly, a resolution in 2006 has called on memétates to increase their efforts to
share information on trafficking and sexual ex@bdn of children.

Such resolutions, adopted by an assembly of hehadstmnal police forces from all
areas in the world, have the added value of confiiagn within the governmental
structures of member states, and being voted fdmpaomoted by the people in charge of
law enforcement themselves.

INTERPOL is currently studying the possibility okedicating a General Assembly

Resolution to the topic of birth registration.

The issue of Birth registration is naturally of greelevance and interest to INTERPOL
and its work, and is seen both through its soaidl lmuman rights perspective, as well as
its protection and law enforcement perspective.



Birth registration is crucial for law enforcemewr fvaried reasons. For instance, both a
victim and a perpetrator should receive speciatinent (by police and in court) if they
were shown to be minors; similarly, rehabilitati@md repatriation of victims of
trafficking, adults and minors, depends on theitghib prove their identity and origin,
which can be particularly difficult if they are wuistered.

Taking birth registration into the crime area ofxis® exploitation of children -
registration is crucial for proving that a victirhasexual act has been a minor at the time
of exploitation and thus establish the necessanyircality of the act.

Such an INTERPOL general assembly resolution ceualcburage states to ensure that
birth registration is without compromise, baringmmnd that birth certificate are breeding
documents which lead to a range of other identity taavel documents. Such documents,
as INTERPOL and its member states are well awaeeyused in many cases by criminals
and criminal organizations to facilitate illegaltigity such as smuggling, trafficking,
fraud etc. Maintaining an effective birth regisicgn greatly enhance the global fight
against such crimes and hinder criminal organin&iactivity.

INTERPOL is also aware that children who are ngistered at birth will have greater
difficulties in life, concerning education, emplognt, marriage, health, obtaining bank
accounts and travel documents. This in turn, wkklly contribute to poverty and
potentially increase criminal activity and identibeft.

An individual who can not obtain employment for ek of a birth certificate, or can
not travel for the lack of a travel document, mamntto criminal activities to obtain such
documents or to be smuggled, and will become vablerto exploitation by criminal
organizations.

Birth registration therefore can be seen as arciffe preventive measure; an instrument
fore crime reduction.

As demonstrated during the conference, birth reggish can be the key for solving
crimes. In the demonstrated case the UK Child Htgilon and online Protection Center
(CEOP) has managed to identify and rescue a yohihd) @bused by her father, although
very limited intelligence was available, solely doeher registration in the UK registrar
of births deaths & marriages.



